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• The current research aims to bridge the areas of research in the 
domains of mate selection and judgment and decision making. 

• Choosing a quality mate is important to maintain a quality 
genetic lineage (Miller & Todd, 1998). 

• Judgment and decision making literature indicates that humans 
tend to avoid taking risks if possible (Kahneman & Tversky, 
1979). 

• Generally, high quality mates are more selective and less likely 
to engage in a relationship than average or low quality mates. 

• This presents a problem for mate-seekers because taking risks 
(i.e. being rejected) becomes a necessity in order to maintain or 
improve genetic quality in future offspring. 

• Other research has shown that time constraints can change 
attractiveness rating of the opposite sex (the closing time 
phenomenon) (Mady et al., 1996). 

• Men will show a greater preference for risk than women. 
• As the time in the trial decreases, the preference for the risky 

(lower probability of occurrence) choice will increase. 
• There will be an interaction of gender and time, specifically that 

the decrease in time remaining will have a larger effect for 
males than for females. 

Methods 
• Participants 

• 30 undergraduate students enrolled in core psychology 
courses (17 females, 13 males). 

• Mean age of participants was 19.43 years (SD = 2.14). 
• Materials and Procedure 

• Participants received partial fulfillment of research 
participation credit or extra credit in their core 
psychology classes in exchange for participation. 

• Each was primed using a vignette that described a 
night out at the bars where they were trying to get a 
phone number from a potential mate. 

• They then completed ten decision tasks; each task 
asked them to choose a bar based on pictures of 
patrons entering each bar. 

• Finally, a survey was administered to gather 
demographic information from participants. 

• Data were analyzed using the Generalized Estimating Equation 

Results and Discussion 

• Research questions 
• Do men and women differ in their preferences for risk 

when selecting a mate? 
• Do changes in time lead to changes in risk preferences 

when selecting a mate? 

Hypotheses 
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• The model was a good fit in regards to time, Wald χ2(9, N = 30) = 
2223.69, p < .001. 

• These findings indicate that an approaching deadline predicts an 
increase in risk preference. 

• There was an interaction of time and gender indicating that the 
effects of time were moderated by gender, Wald χ2(8, N = 30) = 
53.39, p < .001. 

• The model was also a good fit 
in regards to gender, Wald 
χ2(1, N = 30) = 12.65, p < 
.001. 

• This indicates that males and 
females are willing to take 
different amounts of risk 
when selecting a mate. 

• Females seem to be more 
willing to face rejection from 
a potential mate than to 
settle for one that is less 
attractive. 


