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Abstract  

Social Dominance  

Orientation (SDO) 
Buss (1989)   SDO and Buss  

 Males who score high on SDO will rate 

youth and beauty more important than 

males who score low on the scale. 

 Females who score high on SDO will 

rate financial status and resources as 

more important than females who score 

low on the scale.  

 Females value characteristics of social 

and financial status in a partner, 

whereas males rate youth and beauty  

 

 Defined as: “one’s preference for group 

inequality” (Pratto, Sidanius, Stallworth, 

& Malle, 1994).  

 Those who score high in this believe that 

select groups deserve greater respect  and 

should receive preferential treatment  
 

Results   Method  

Participants included 102 

undergraduate students (45 

males, 57 females; Mage = 

19.05, SDAge =1.28) enrolled in 

a general psychology course. 

Participants were asked to 

complete a survey packet that 

included the SDO scale, the 

modified Buss Scale, and a 

demographics questionnaire. 

Data were analyzed using a 

series of Pearson correlations. 
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The present study explores variables that could correlate with characteristics desired in a mate, 
specifically social dominance orientation (SDO). It was predicted that individuals who are more 
comfortable with group inequality (high SDO) would prioritize characteristics in a potential mate 
differently, than those less comfortable with group inequality (low SDO).  A series of correlation 
analyses were performed to test these hypotheses. 
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After conducting correlation tests, the researchers found: 

- For women, SDO scores were positively correlated with scores on: good looks (r = .23, p = .085) and good 

financial prospect (r = .22, p = .096). SDO scores for women were negatively correlated with scores on 

similar education (r = -.26, p = .050). 

 

- For men, SDO scores were negatively correlated with scores on: pleasing disposition (r = -.34, p = .024), 

similar political background (r = -.26, p = .086), and emotional stability (r = -.25, p = .096).  
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