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Psychopathy

• Dominance, grandiosity, superficial charm,

manipulation, callousness, impulsivity, antisocial

behavior, and a general lack of empathy, guilt, and

remorse, which contributes to antisocial and criminal

behavior (Hare & Neumann, 2009)

• Increasing empathy may decrease antisocial behavior

and increase prosocial behavior (Eisenberg & Miller,

1987).

Literature and Empathy

• Literature has been used to increase empathy and

subsequent prosocial behavior in general populations

in the past (Johnson, Cushman, Borden, & McCune,

2013).

• Imagery generation while reading increases

transportation into the story which is believed to in

turn increase empathy.

Participants

• 93 participants recruited online from Mturk (44 male,

49 female) with an age range from 19-63, 78.5%

Caucasian

Materials and Procedure

• Participants read an empathy-inducing short story. Half

were given instructions for imagery generation before

reading and half were given no instructions.

• Participants took an empathy scale, a transportation

scale, a psychopathy scale, and a scale assessing their

attitudes toward the characters in the story.

The purpose of the present study was to apply a

previously-successful literature intervention to increase

empathy levels in individuals high in psychopathy.

Hypotheses:

• Participants in the imagery generation condition will

show higher levels of empathy than those in the

control condition.

• Empathy levels will decrease as psychopathy levels

increase.

• Individuals who are high in psychopathy in the

imagery generation condition will show more

empathy than those in the control condition.

Psychopathy and condition could significantly predict the

empathy levels of participants, F(2, 90) = 19.58, p < .001,

R2 = .30.

Hypothesis 1:

• Not supported

• Imagery generation was not a significant unique

predictor of empathy levels, t(91) = 1.03, p = .31.

Hypothesis 2:

• Supported

• Psychopathy was a significant unique predictor of

empathy levels, t(91) = -6.20, p < .001, such that

high levels of psychopathy predicted decreased

empathy levels, (β = -.55).

Hypothesis 3:

• Not supported

• The interaction between psychopathy and condition

was not a significant unique predictor of empathy

levels, t(91) = .40, p = .69.

• Empathy intervention was not successful with this

population.

• Negative perceptions of people associated with

psychopathy may be affecting the success of

interventions.

• Future research should attempt to understand what

causes individuals high in psychopathy to assign

more negative characteristics to others to improve

these attitudes and subsequently attempt to increase

empathy and decrease antisocial behavior.
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RESULTS

Exploratory Analysis

Psychopathy was related to overall negative perceptions

of both of the characters in the story.

• Teacher character rated more negatively across both

conditions

• Student character rated less negatively on some traits

in the imagery generation condition but not in the

control condition


