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Although the control group (group B) is 
expected to provide more accurate 
results, the memory of those participants 
may be altered by other factors such as 
confidence (low/high levels).

This research would be helpful in ensuring 
the memories of eyewitnesses do not 
become altered by employing proper 
interviewing techniques. 

Introduction 
 Eyewitness testimony is often the central 

piece of evidence highlighted in criminal 
court cases. However, eyewitness 
testimony can be erroneous and lead to 
numerous wrongful convictions. 

 Factors that can affect reliability of 
eyewitness testimony:
 A victim will start forgetting the 

event moments after the incident. 
 The amount of violence could have 

effects on the eyewitness’ memory 
(Baddeley, 1999). 

 Studies have shown that law 
enforcement officers tend to 
unconsciously contribute to 
witness testimony error (Wise, 
Cushman, & Safer, 2012). 

Proposed Method 

Hypothesis  

Discussion

Contact Information

The participant’s memories will be altered 
and erroneous when asked leading 
questions after being shown a video of a 
crime scene.

Rylee Staab: rdstaab@mail.fhsu.edu

 150 participants from General 
Psychology courses will be shown a 52 
second video of a crime in progress.

 Immediately following the video, the 
participants will be asked to fill out a 
questionnaire. 
 Half of the participants will 

receive questionnaires with 
leading questions (Group A).

 The other half will be considered 
as the control group (Group B).

 Along with answering the questions, 
the confidence of each participant will 
be evaluated using the methods 
developed by Natasha Semmens 
(2001). It is as follows:
 The speed (S) in which the 

participants answer each 
question, as well as the 
demeanor (D) with which the 
questions are answered, will be 
assessed.

 Confidence (C) will the be 
calculated using the following 
formula:
 C=S+D

Predicted Results  

It is predicted that:
 The answers from group A will be 

erroneous due to the leading questions.
 The answers from group B will be more 

accurate. 
 I expect higher levels of confidence 

from group A than group B.
 Despite the answers being flawed, 

group A will have higher levels of 
confidence because of the leading 
questions. 
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